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T H E  D OW SE 
E D U C AT I O N T E A M

Sustainability 
and Our 
Environment
Estimated Time: 1.5 hours

Post-Visit Activities

 Use your urban design  

skills to build a diorama  

of your favourite place:  

what could you do to invite 

plants to grow and birds  

and bees to live?

 Make a clay or egg container  

pot and grow a native seed.

 Create a poster to encourage  

the students at your school  

to think about the environment 

and sustainability.

Further Resources 

Web

 wwf.org.nz

 doc.govt.nz

Books

 Varmints, by Helen Ward

 The Lorax, by Dr Seuss



BACKGROUND INFO THE SESSIONBACKGROUND INFO

Sustainability and environmental development focuses on 

balancing—our need to move forward technologically and 

economically, and the need to protect the environments in which  

we and others live. 

Throughout history, humans have been consumers of environmental 

resources. Hunter-gatherer societies moved from camp to camp, 

depending on seasons and where resources were. Permanent 

settlements like Britannia changed the way that we used our 

resources: farming replaced natural wilderness and camps gave way 

to settlements, putting pressure on resources and our environment.

We don’t know yet what our sustainable future will look like. Since 

the 1950s, we have experienced unprecedented growth, including 

intensive farming, a technological revolution and a massive increase 

in both population and our power needs, putting even greater 

pressure and strain on the planet’s resources. We also have a greater 

understanding of our impact on our planet and with emerging 

technologies and the improvement of cleaner fuel sources, a post 

fossil fuel world seems possible. 

Learning Experience 

Students will explore the ways that 

people have lived on our land and 

the impact it has had.

Curriculum Links

Social Science: Place and 
Environment

Achievement Objective: 
Understand how places  

influence people and people 

influence places.

Cross-Curricular Links: Social 

Studies, Science

Key Competency 

Relating to Others / Participating 

and Contributing

Key Concepts

We explore various aspects of 

sustainability and our environment 

and make decisions about possible 

actions.

Lesson Sequence

 Discover the story of Petone 

and the impact of settlement.

 Explore the environment 

surrounding Petone Settlers 

Museum.

 Design their own sustainable 

city.

Pre-Visit Activities

 Find some old photos of your 

street, school or community. 

How does it look different? 

What might the impact of 

those differences be? Would 

you rather live now or then?

 Do some leaf rubbings from 

different plants in your school 

grounds. Why do we need 

plants?

 Make recycled paper and 

discuss the different ways  

that we use our environment.


