Pre-Visit Activities
Students could explore their
own family histories.
Have a class discussion to
see how many children have
moved house, moved cities
or even moved countries. Ask
how they did this and what
differences they encountered.

Post-Visit Activities
Back at school, allocate
different roles to students and
have them re-enact the arrival
of the British settlers on the
foreshore.
Create a gazette with
articles reflecting on the first
businesses in Britannia and
the hardships that were faced.
A letters to the editor page
could be included, where
students write in their thoughts
and comments, imagining
they were back in 1840.

Research the stories and histories
of more recent immigrants
to New Zealand /Aotearoa—
perhaps set up a written
dialogue with a sister school
or start a pen pal writing club.
Have the students pretend they
are doing a television interview
to tell the story of a recent
immigrant or refugee. They could
role play or even interview a
family who has recently arrived
in Aotearoa.

Further Web Resources
“History of Immigration”
on teara.govt.nz
“Pre-European Settlement – 1865”
on wellington.govt.nz
“New Zealand Company”
on wikipedia.org

Contact our education team:
T 04 560 1260 | petonesettlers.org.nz
education@dowse.org.nz
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Britannia:
A New Land
estimated time: 1.25 hours

Backg roun d In fo

The S ession

Britannia was New Zealand’s first organised settlement. It became
a thriving little metropolis, offering people the promise of a new and
prosperous start in what we now know as Petone. The museum sits
right on the foreshore, not far from where the first ship, the Aurora,
arrived with 200 tired and wary passengers aboard.

Learning Experience

Key Competency

Students will begin to build an
idea of the adjustments and
sacrifices people made in the
hope of getting a better life for
themselves and their families.

Thinking / Relating to Others

In the 1830s, conditions in Britain were not great. The industrial and
agricultural revolutions had come along and with the introduction
of machinery, there was less demand for workers. Conflict brewed
and many people escaped to the cities where, because of such
a huge population increase and the overcrowding that it caused,
disease and pollution became a real issue. This made the prospect
of beginning life over in a new land desirable.
Men, women and children made the voyage with the New Zealand
Company. The New Zealand Company wanted a range of people
arriving in Britannia and thus paid the voyage for mechanics,
agricultural labourers and their families. It offered a chance for
them to fulfil their dreams of land ownership in New Zealand.
Some passengers, such as military officers, doctors, sons of the gentry
and women keen to work as governesses, bought their fares and got
to travel in cabins. Aotearoa, in contrast to the over populated Britain,
was covered in dense, lush bush. Te Atiawa Māori living in Petone lived
off the land and sea, and food for them was plentiful, as it had been
for hundreds of years. Their knowledge of the bush and land was vast;
they knew how to survive the rugged conditions and take only what
they needed to ensure a sustainable existence.
This session will have the students thinking about:
Why did the British settlers come and what was life like?
How did the arrival of the British impact on the tangata whenua?

Students will reflect on the
session and begin to think how
early settlement has impacted
on the Aotearoa we live in today.
Students will develop a clearer
understanding of why and how
British settlers travelled to New
Zealand, how the tangata whenua
responded and what that initial
period of settlement was like.

Key Concepts
We will learn about why people
immigrate, the challenges they
are faced with and what this
means for the tangata whenua
and the environment.

Lesson Sequence
An overview of what life was
like in England in the 1830s.
As a class, discuss who and
why some people got to make
the journey to a new land.

Curriculum Links

Re-enact journey and
interactive steerage cabin.

Social Sciences: Continuity
and Change (Level 2)

Oral story.

Achievement Objectives:
Understand how people have
choices to meet their needs
and wants. Understand how
people influence places and
places influence people.
Understand how people
make significant contributions
to New Zealand society.

Explore museum in groups
or pairs, finding objects and
solving questions about the
British settlers, journey, lifestyle,
expectations and the impact
on the tangata whenua,
themselves and the land.
Evaluate and reflect on session.

